Marin County Sheriff’s Department

Division of Search and Rescue Services

Walker Creek Ed. Center Search and Rescue Pre-pan 10-28-07
Location:  Walker Creek Environmental Education Center is located in Northern Marin about 15 minutes North of Hicks Valley off Marshal-Petaluma Road.  This 1700 acre facility is owned by the Marin County Office of Education and serves about 6000 3rd-5th graders annually along with occasional special needs children. On weekends the facility is rented out for large retreats.
Target Hazards:  Walker Creek Center contains over 10 miles of hiking trails and also has Walker Creek running down the center of the property. This creek has a large flow during winter and is popular with Kayakers during and immediately after storms. All the lands surrounding Walker Creek are grazing/open space lands for miles in all directions, creating opportunities for people to potentially become lost. Vegetation includes grasslands, forests in valleys and brush with steep hillsides. Elevations range from 200 to Walker Peak at over 1000 feet.
Command Post:  The site pre-plan shows the Main Office as a command post. There numerous rooms for Command Post operations and staging inside adjacent to the Office.
Communications Challenges:  There is no cell phone coverage from most locations at this site. MERA works well in most locations, but there are dead spots. 
Mapping:  The only trail maps for this location are located in the main office of the facility. The top is an old black and white map overlaid onto a TOPO map and is very hard to read. This map has been mailed to Tom Harrison to add to out digital maps.
Hasty Search Plan: To effectively hasty search the trails, lake and river area will take about 8 teams 5-7 hours. Second operational period resources for area search would be 30-40 ground searches. Aviation, K-9 and mounted teams would also be strong assets for searching this area.
Initial response resources: Encourage requesting Marin County Fire for initial resource for hasty searching and also requesting Sonoma County Sheriff’s SAR Unit. They are actually closer to this area than responding Marin members.
Previous Search history:  Two previous searches during the last 10 years. One was for a missing child that was resolved prior to our arrival. The other was an all night search for a group of missing kayakers what were found the next morning after they spent the night out on the creek.

Other: Expect strong support and local knowledge of the area from staff. They will have probably completed a quick hasty search prior to our arrival.
